
Pastor's Page: The Cross of Christ & the Mystery of Suffering and Death 
 
"We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ: in whom is our redemption, 
life and resurrection." 
      When my mother was diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumor, and told that she 
would likely live no more than a year, the family gathered around her bedside. Mom 
said: "The Lord is asking me now to walk up Calvary's hill."  
      My mother’s Christian faith and lifelong meditation on the Easter mystery, gave 
her the deep awareness that her suffering and death would lead to glory - new life in 
the risen Christ, who had himself suffered and died for her. She found hope and 
consolation in the central message of our faith. “…But whoever believes in me, even 
if he die, will live….” 
      We cannot escape from suffering; emotional, physical, and psychological. We all 
know the suffering that comes from being overstressed. We can all understand the 
pain that arises from personal failure and disappointment. Confidences may be 
betrayed. Friends may prove themselves unfaithful. Our career may not bring the 
satisfaction that we hoped for. Suffering is present in the daily drudgery. Physical 
illness can come at any time - as common as a cold, and as uncommonly tragic as a 
cancerous tumor. 
      The suffering that leads to the grave is unique. Death is solitary, and strips us of 
every dignity as all that we held precious is taken away. 
      For the Christian, this suffering and dying is also the ultimate victory of the 
person and of life. One day the medical staff and the world of science and medicine 
will exhaust their possibilities for recovery. Then the church, through prayer and 
the great sacraments of the body and blood of Christ, and the Anointing with Holy 
Oil and the laying on of hands, will take the suffering one into the love, the light, 
and the life of Christ. These sacraments are not meant only to comfort the dying one 
in his sufferings, or even to assist her, but to transform her into a witness to Christ 
in her very sufferings. She becomes the crucified one, and the crucified one becomes 
her.  
 
      St. Paul, reflecting on his life in Christ wrote: "For his sake I have accepted the 
loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having any righteousness of my own based on the law, but that 
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God, depending on faith - 
to know him and the power of his resurrection, and in sharing his sufferings being 
conformed to his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead." 
(Philippians 3. 8-11) 
 
      For the dying believer, God is his or her very life, and everything comes from 
God -and returns to God who is the source of love. “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope - 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you who by the power of 
God are safeguarded through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
final time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5)  



      Take Lord, receive; all I have and profess. My memory, understanding, my 
entire will. Give me only your love and your grace, that’s enough for me. 
 Peace, Father Bruce 


